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HON NORMAN MOORE - RECOGNITION OF SERVICE 
Motion 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [5.39 pm]:  It is somewhat ironic that a motion 
dedicated to the celebration of Hon Norman Moore’s outstanding service to this house was interrupted by 
something as prosaic as question time.  I guess that after 30 years in this Parliament it is something that one gets 
used to.   

As I indicated, the Leader of the Opposition has legislated over not only a very considerable slice of Western 
Australian political history, both inside and outside the Parliament, but also a considerable slice of the enormous 
development that we have seen in this state.  So much of this state’s history, particularly its economic history, is 
bound up in what has happened over the past 30 years.  For Hon Norman Moore to have been a pivotal member 
of the Western Australian community over those 30 years is quite remarkable.  As a member of this Parliament, 
Hon Norman Moore has seen government change hands only three times.  Is that right? 
Hon Norman Moore:  It seems a lot more than that!   
Hon Bruce Donaldson:  I think it is more than that.  I think it is four. 
Hon KIM CHANCE:  I think four would be more accurate.  
Hon Norman Moore:  There was the Burke Labor government, our government, and now this government.  The 
government has changed hands only three times.   
Hon KIM CHANCE:  That is amazing, in 30 years, and perhaps points to some amazing political stability.   
Hon Norman Moore has also watched the efforts of eight different Premiers, all of whom he has worked with in 
various roles.  From a political perspective, I think I can say, without the risk of offending anyone, that 
Hon Norman Moore has represented the Liberal Party in the way his constituency would expect of him; that is, 
with smart, no nonsense and direct representation, focused always on getting things done.  Hon Norman Moore’s 
maiden speech gives us some cause for reflection.  It talks about the isolation that was felt by many in Lower 
West Province at the time, because the only town in that whole region that could get any kind of television 
reception was Carnarvon.  Hon Norman Moore has experienced many fundamental changes in society over the 
past 30 years.  These include the impact of the revolution in telecommunications, particularly over the past 
decade, on not only remote Western Australia, but also our roles and duties as members of Parliament.    
The father of the house must find it remarkable to see not only how much has changed over those 30 years in 
modern political life, but also in some cases how much has remained the same.  Given the pace and the appetite 
of modern politics, which places both great privileges and great demands upon us all, 30 years of public service 
is a feat that will probably not be repeated many times in this century, if at all.   
In Hon Norman Moore’s long career as a legislator, he has had to adapt to a great deal of change.  However, at 
the same time, he has had to try to accommodate, and even on occasions protect, our traditions.  This chamber 
has been constituted in a number of different incarnations.  A significant turning point occurred in 1997 when, 
for the first time, the conservative parties lost their accustomed majority in this place.   
Hon Simon O’Brien:  We have a potentially happy occasion, and you want to spoil it!  
Hon KIM CHANCE:  Yes!  That change was significant, in that governments of both persuasions now have to 
work with a house of review that can powerfully scrutinise government legislation, and government activity, 
with the aid of an extensive committee system.  I cannot mention the committee system without paying due 
regard to the contribution of the Leader of the Opposition.  Hon Norman Moore was, I think, a member of the 
first committee of this house, the government agencies committee.  I actually served for a short time on that 
committee with Hon Norman Moore when I first came into the Parliament  
Hon Graham Giffard:  While you were still in shorts! 
Hon KIM CHANCE:  Yes - while I was actually still in shorts!  Hon Norman Moore has not only seen the 
development of the profound committee system of this house but was actually a key player.  Along with Laurie 
Marquet, it was Hon Norman Moore who made our committee system what it is today.  
Members, I have really enjoyed working with Hon Norman Moore.  I certainly wish him all the very best for 
whatever his future is.  We do not know how many years in the future Norman Moore will continue to accept 
this burden and privilege of representing the people of Western Australia.  Who knows, even today might mark a 
new midpoint in Hon Norman Moore’s career?  However, even if he were to resign and finish his career today, 
he will be remembered as having made a remarkable contribution to his electorate, to the Parliament and to the 
people of the state of Western Australia.  Congratulations, Norman! 
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Hon Norman Moore:  Thank you very much. 

HON SIMON O’BRIEN (South Metropolitan) [5.45 pm]:  Members of the opposition - that is, the state 
Parliamentary Liberal Party members of this house - wish to associate ourselves very closely with the motion 
moved without notice just now by the Leader of the House.  Because it was moved without notice, we have not 
actually had the opportunity to take it to a party room meeting! 

Several members interjected. 

Hon SIMON O’BRIEN:  However, I am supremely confident that it will be unanimously endorsed for all of the 
reasons that the Leader of the House has just mentioned to the house, and for a couple more reasons that I want 
to enunciate on behalf of and from the point of view of the Liberal Party.  In doing so, I thank the Leader of the 
House on behalf of all of us on this side for the gesture that he has just paid to our leader.  Indeed, it is 
appropriate that he be the one to move such a motion.  However, from our point of view, there are a couple of 
other observations I would like to make to mark the latest in a long line of remarkable anniversaries achieved by 
the man who the Leader of the House has described as the father of the house, but who we of course would call 
the grandfather of the Parliament. 
Several members interjected. 
Hon SIMON O’BRIEN:  In order to place these sentiments on the record, I want to refer to the remarks of two 
long-serving Liberal members of the Legislative Council.  In so doing, I acknowledge that this place needs 
continuity to retain its professionalism, its dignity, its corporate memory, its traditions and its value to the 
Parliament as a whole, and also to the people of Western Australia.  That is something that members of this here 
“black-hand gang” do appreciate.  Come what may, we appreciate those things.  We want to publicly 
acknowledge our appreciation of those of our members - there would be very few of them, as the Leader of the 
House suggested - who actually come our way and who are in a position to influence the conduct of business in 
this place and who are able to preserve our traditions and standards in the way in which Hon Norman Moore has.  
The first of those members that I want to refer to is Hon Clive Griffiths.  Hon Clive Griffiths was 20 years the 
President of this house; he was 32 years a member of this place; and indeed he was my immediate predecessor in 
the South Metropolitan Region.  As a traditional man, I am sure he would share my enthusiasm for longevity for 
South Metropolitan Region Liberal members, but that is a matter that remains to be seen.  He did achieve that, 
and a number of members who continue as members of this place remember him.  He was a fellow who had a lot 
of sayings, most of which are quite repeatable.  One that I will repeat now is one that he said to me on a number 
of occasions when observing people either succeeding against the odds or coming to grief and being at a 
potential turning point in their political careers.  He would say, “There are stayers and there are players in this 
game.”  In that simple bon mot he acknowledged that one had to be tough to survive for any period in the 
political environment because no matter how good one is and how good the times might be, one has to work 
one’s way through personally difficult times.  There are occasions when things seem to be going bad, when 
perhaps the tide is going against us, when we suffer a personal setback in our ambition or in the pursuit of our 
goals or our team’s collective goals.  Hon Clive Griffiths understood that and Hon Norman Moore displays that 
same understanding. 
Nobody in this chamber is without scars, because we are all players in the political game.  We all have scars 
because we cannot play in this game without accruing some scars.  When it comes to being a stayer, I can 
certainly lay claim on behalf of Hon Norman Moore for being just that.  One does not hang around for 30 years 
without accruing some scars and experiencing setbacks.  When one does achieve an eminent position, a 
leadership position, a ministerial office and all the rest of it, one’s fortunes become very much a matter for public 
review.  Any setbacks that one does endure are known and shared by the public.  Sometimes one wonders why 
one goes on.  Suffice to say, Hon Norman Moore has suffered a few setbacks over a period.  There is nothing 
remarkable about that.  What is remarkable - I want to record my party’s appreciation of this - is the fact that 
those setbacks have never caused him to reject his goals or reject his loyalty to the team that he is a part of.  For 
more than 10 years that I have been a member of this place, the team that he leads has looked to him for 
leadership.  Whenever the going gets tough, he shows a level of toughness and resolve that is a great example. 
The second senior Liberal Party parliamentary member that I would like to quote is the subject of this motion.  I 
return to the theme on which I started; that is, the recognised need to preserve the continuity and integrity of this 
house as part of the wider parliamentary system.  There is a saying that I have heard Hon Norman Moore offer 
many times, either as an individual member or specifically as leader of this party.  Quite often when hotheads are 
finding a voice in the forums the party has around this house, the advice that I have heard Hon Norman Moore 
give about this place and how we should conduct ourselves here is simply that whatever happens, the Parliament 
has to work.  When we are working our way through the issues of the day, we can all get very hot under the 
collar and some of these issues can seem very serious.  When we deal with a bill that represents a great issue of 
the day, we also have to remember the bigger picture; that is, that the bill has not been here for the past 100 years 
and next week it will not seem quite as important, but this house has been and will be.  As a former Leader of the 
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House, as the Leader of the Opposition and as a leader of the party, Hon Norman Moore has always been 
conspicuous in being the one person to keep his head and his professionalism and he has always been there to 
say that whatever tactics we employ in the house, we still have to remember that the Parliament has to work.  
That is characteristic of the attitude that this man has always displayed to the Parliament and all those who 
inhabit it and will display to those who are still to come.  With those remarks, on behalf of the state 
Parliamentary Liberal Party, I warmly endorse the sentiments contained in the motion moved by the Leader of 
the House.   
HON MURRAY CRIDDLE (Agricultural) [5.55 pm]:  I, too, congratulate Hon Norman Moore on his 
30 years of service to Parliament.  Hon Norman Moore’s enormous contribution, which has been of great benefit 
to the people in his electorate, has been carried out in a very sound manner.  Hon Norman Moore became the 
father of the house on 22 May 1997, which means that he has been around for a long time.  His service is 
underlined by the fact that he was minister for education, employment and training, mines, tourism, sport and 
recreation and racing and gaming.  He was also leader of the government in this house from 1996 to 2001.  
During that time I had the pleasure of sitting next to him on the government front bench.  I enjoyed every minute 
of it.   
Hon Norman Moore:  It had a lot more going for it then than it has now.  
Hon MURRAY CRIDDLE:  That is absolutely right.  I have shifted around the front bench, but Hon Norman 
Moore is still sitting on the front bench, albeit on the opposition side.  Hon Norman Moore has served Western 
Australia grandly over the years.  When I first became a member of Parliament, Hon Norman Moore and I were 
on the government agencies committee.  I reflect also on the committee’s thirty-sixth report, which was 
mentioned by Hon Kim Chance.  In representing the Mining and Pastoral Region, the Leader of the Opposition 
has experienced enormous change in that area.  The iron ore industry and the gold industry in Kalgoorlie have 
become the great industries of Western Australia.  Sadly, the pastoral industry, from the point of view of wool 
production, has deteriorated substantially.  Our cattle industry is coming back to some extent, and it continues to 
represent itself in the north of the state.  Hon Norman Moore has watched the development of this state and its 
various facets.  The change in services in the north have been for the better, and Hon Norman Moore has 
contributed to that change in grand style.  I congratulate Hon Norman Moore for 30 years of service to Western 
Australia and the Legislative Council.  May he continue to enjoy good health.   
HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [5.57 pm]:  I would like to say a few words in support of this 
motion.  On behalf of the Greens (WA), I acknowledge the 30 years of service that Hon Norman Moore has 
contributed to Parliament and the people of Western Australia, particularly those in his electorate.  I have been a 
member of Parliament for 10 years.  I have shared those 10 years with Hon Norman Moore.  Hon Norman 
Moore was slightly taken aback when he had to start deal with minor parties.  We had our moments of trying to 
determine how the processes would work after the structure of the Legislative Council changed.  When people 
ask me how I find Hon Norman Moore, I always reply that he is very straightforward to deal with.  He sticks to 
his word.  If he makes a commitment, he carries out that commitment.  Sometimes we like it, sometimes we do 
not!  I have enjoyed working with Hon Norman Moore, because is very honourable in his dealings.  He has 
always been honourable in his dealings with the Greens.  I look forward to continuing to work with the Leader of 
the Opposition.  I wish him all the best in his continued career.   
HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [5.59 pm]:  It is a rather 
unusual occasion when a member is given the opportunity to speak on his own condolence motion!  If I spent a 
couple of hours talking now, I would save time when I give my valedictory speech.  However, I will not do that.  
I very much want to thank the Leader of the House for moving this motion and for recognising my 30 years of 
service.  I thank the Leader of the House and the other members who have spoken for their very kind words.  I 
am a bit embarrassed, I must say, because achieving 30 years is something that just happens by the effluxion of 
time.  Hopefully, within that time I have achieved something reasonably worthwhile as a member of Parliament.  
I have a great respect for this chamber and all those who are in it and who have worked in it during the time that 
I have been a member. 
When I look back over 30 years, I start to think that it is a long time.  It became very clear how long it is when I 
discovered that Hon Vince Catania was not even born when I first came here.  In fact, he was - he was born just 
a couple of days after the election of 19 February 1977.  Neither I nor the other members of the upper house took 
up our positions until 22 May 1977.  The member was a very young baby in those days.  The times have changed 
and the members who come and go in this place are now much younger than they used to be. 
I will save thanking the people who have been very good to me over the years for when I decide to retire.  I have 
not yet decided when that will be but I can give members an absolute assurance that this is not the middle point 
of my parliamentary career and that I will be going long before another 30 years transpires!  I want to thank 
many people, which I will do on another occasion.  Tonight I will just say how much I appreciate the comments 
that have been made by members.  I thank them most sincerely because I did not expect this to happen today.  I 
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appreciate it very much.  I thoroughly enjoy being a member of this place.  I hope that all members understand 
the traditions of the place and that they will all work terribly hard to maintain them to ensure that the upper 
house continues to perform in the magnificent way that it does. 
Members:  Hear, hear! 
Question put and passed. 

Sitting suspended from 6.02 to 7.30 pm 
 


